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Street Food Festivabf Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh

Figure1: Inauguration of street food festlval by the Mayor Smt. B. Karthlka Reddy

The Street foodfestlval organized by Sannihitaenter for Womeras part of thie research on
v ) i Opt toanmpwove safety foods in et
food sector of Hyderabad i n col | abor
with Institute of Cultural Geography
Freiburg, Germany and in cooperation with
GHMC  (Greaer Hyderabad Municipal
" Corporation)The festival was organized for
5days from 18 -Feb2010 to 28d-Feb2010
at GHMC grounds,Ameerpet This food
festival is first of its kindwhich held for a
week in Hyderabad Andhra Pradesh.
Vendors fromfew states rom the North
> W (Delhi, Jaipur, Rajabain and West Bengal)
Figure 2: M. Mukut Sharma from rlght with his team represented their respective states and food
vendors from West Bengal cultures. These vendors were representing
NASVI (National Association of Street Vendors)

A street food festival with the intention of promoting the likebd and culture of Hyderabad in
solidarity to the issues of street food vendors of Hyderabad is the unique charactas adds




highlight to the Street FoodFestival.
The major purpose of this event is Q.
generate standoff discussions to identif§jis
different issues related to street fooo
This event wasnauguratedy the Mayor
of Hyderabad Smt. Band&arthika
Reddy. In her opening remarks s
praised the efforts of Sannihita a
promised to provide better amenities
the street vendors in the near fauor
betterment. She also wished the peopleg DB
Hyderabad to participate in the festival {  Figure3: Customers visiting different stalls at the venuq
gain proper knowledge about the street food safety
and hygiene.

This street food festival presented various food

'~ items available in India. These included theitho

Indian, north Indian foods as well as fruits and

. beverages available on streets. Sdutlian items

like various types oBajjis, Punugulu, Bobbatlu,

: ‘ Pakoda etc. and North Indian specialty

W oy mouthwatering items like various chdBhel puri,

/ RagdapattiPani puri, Sev puri e)cand sweettke
! oy kheer, kesari and so on. Here the vendors are

Figure4: Display of various traditional food item| guided to maintain better hygienic measures like

use of aprons and clean utensils and serving plates

or bowls etc.

As part of the event, a spec@monstration of fod preparation to the publiwas organized to
explain the recipes of some of the best str ‘
foods available. Visitors of the food festiva
of varying domains participated in thi
program and are very rol excited to learn
those items

Organizers took a special interest in
identifying the chief guests for this festiva
Each day a person from higher ranks
governmendbe it the Mayor,Officials from
Municipal Corporation (GHMC), Town

planning or the TrafficThis is to enable a igure5: Demonstration session at the venue
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interaction between a gaeine interaction between the State and the street vendors. Their motto
in this arrangement to let know the difficulties faced by the street vendors on different occasions
with the governlng authorltles and to know how the government is responding #e ofshese

3 g’ street vendors. This food
festival succeeded in creating
such a platform where
Vendors, Customers as well as
the Governing authorities
shared same dais to clarify
many issues.

Dr. Sashi Kiran, Director,
National Institute of Nutrition
(NIN) attended the occasion
and shared his views on
various nutritional aspects in
food specifically in street

: foods anda special mention
m towards need for eventslike
this. He mentioned that most of the vendors, even in hotels, prefer to use more salt and oil in
their preparations and it should be avoided in the best interests of the customers. Also he
answered pleasantly to some of the questions posed by the participating customers regarding the
care they should take according treiistinghealth considerations.

Mr. Christgh Dittrich from theInstitute of Cultural Geographygraced the occasion and felt
happy for the effortsof Sunnihita undertook in successfully organizing the event. In his

inaugural speech he-ma.. e st mm—
mentioned thatrich street ‘\? AR

food culture is one of the
major  parts  of the

Hyderabad food heritage

and culture. Street food i
one of the major urban foo( 4
provisions. Street vendorsi
are the nutritionists of the |
poor. Street food can be
perceived differently by
different stake holdersas a '8
problem, an oppounity or a |
challengeHe analyzed these
issues of street vendors as: (a) greblem is the control of quality and maintenance of the
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Figure7: Dr. Dittrich and his students with Ms. Usha Ranthe venue




quality of street food(b) The opportunity lies in the employment generation through small
entrepreneurial developmentdapromotion of healthy and locally specific food herita@g.The

legal aspect$o assure safety and quality of street food and handling issues. In Hyderabad, the
major problem being the health risk and disease outbHEakso stressed on thencertairy in

street vendors to create a
sustainable platform to solve
problems is an issue.

Shri. Jayesh Ranjan, IAS,
Tourism  Department  who
formerly worked with the Town
Planning @partment of GHMC

. shared his opions on street
food vending and
initiatives in supporting these
vendors.He opined that most of
the customers attracted ttreet
food for a change in their

; regular diet but some of the
Figure8: Sri. Jayesh RanjaAS with Sannihita team working class people have this
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as their main source of foodde mentioned that the olirism
departmerg across the countrincludethis street foodculturein
their programs as evemglace has a specific fooddentity with
specialty like Bhelpuri in Mumbai, Calcutta sweets etc.
resembling the rich heritage and culture. He also mentioned tha
GovernmentsCertral as well as Stateare taking various priority
steps for better sustenance of these vendors.

Shri. Sankaraarayana, Architect, Town plannirdso visited the U
festival and gpressed happiness over the event. He expressed hi

wish that thes&treet foal festivak should be bannual eventde B
also explained that th&&HMC is developing several plang, -
towards the improvement of standards in hygiene, t'mnrim
aspects as well as thpace constraints of street vendors, are I

different stages.

Representates from National federation of different stree
v e n d argasization(NASVI) which is providing voice for the Figure9: Shri Snkaranarayan
street vendors across the country through its initiatives

participated in this event. They are operating in al#futstatesacross the countryWhile
explaining the concerns of the vendors, their representative stressed on two main iskees: (a)
of customers regarding tisafety(hygiene, nutritional aspects and qualitghd (b)Regulatiors
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